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him to do, and we support peace in the Mid-
dle East. And we support the vision of two
states living side by side in peace.
Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President.
The President. Good job.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 10:18 a.m. in
the Map Room at the White House for later
broadcast. In his remarks, the President referred
to former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Brig.
Gen. Mark T. Kimmitt, USA, deputy director of
operations, Combined Joint Task Force 7; Iraqi
General Mohammed Latif; and Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon of Israel.

Interview With Al Arabiya Television
May 5, 2004

Abuse of Iraqi Prisoners at Abu Ghraib
Prison

Q. Mr. President, thank you for giving us
this chance here in Al Arabiya. Regarding the
alleged abuse of Iraqi prisoners, six U.S. sol-
diers are being reprimanded. Do you think
that’s enough?

The President. First, I want to tell the
people of the Middle East that the practices
that took place in that prison are abhorrent,
and they don’t represent America. They rep-
resent the actions of a few people. Secondly,
it’s important for people to understand that
in a democracy that there will be a full inves-
tigation. In other words, we want to know
the truth.

In our country, when there’s an allegation
of abuse—more than an allegation in this
case, actual abuse, we saw the pictures—
there will be a full investigation, and justice
will be delivered. We have a presumption of
innocent until you’re guilty in our system, but
the system will be transparent. It will be
open, and people will see the results.

This is a serious matter. It’s a matter that
reflects badly on my country. Our citizens
in America are appalled by what they saw,
just like people in the Middle East are ap-
palled. We share the same deep concerns,
and we will find the truth. We will fully inves-
tigate. The world will see the investigation,
and justice will be served.
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Middle East Reaction

Q. And you just—you've said this is re-
flected badly here, in United States of Amer-
ica. How do you think this will be perceived
in the Middle East?

The President. Terrible. I think people
in the Middle East who want to dislike Amer-
ica will use this as an excuse to remind people
about their dislike. I think the average citizen
will say, “This isn’t the country that I've been
told about.” We're a great country because
we're a free country, and we do not tolerate
these kind of abuses.

The people of the Middle East must be
assured that we will investigate fully, that we
will find out the truth. They will know the
truth, just like the American citizens will
know the truth, and justice will be served.

Secondly, it's very important for the peo-
ple of the Middle East to realize that the
troops we have overseas are decent, honor-
able citizens who care about freedom and
peace. They are working daily in Iraq to im-
prove the lives of the Iraqi citizens, and these
actions of a few people do not reflect the
nature of the men and women who serve our
country.

U.S. Response to Abuse of Prisoners

Q. After these pictures came out, some
people in the area started talking about an-
other alleged abuse. Could you tell us about
what’s being done just to prevent this from
happening and just to improve the situation?

The President. Absolutely. I have told our
Secretary of Defense, and I have instructed
him to tell everybody else in the military, I
want to know the full extent of the operations
in Iraq, the prison operations. We want to
make sure that if there is a systemic prob-
lem—in other words, if there’s a problem
system-wide—that we stop the practices.

Again, it’s very important for people, your
listeners to understand, in our country that
when an issue is brought to our attention on
this magnitude, we act, and we act in a way
where leaders are willing to discuss it with
the media. And we act in a way where, you
know, our Congress asks pointed questions
to the leadership. In other words, people
want to know the truth. That stands in con-
trast to dictatorships. A dictator wouldn’t be
answering questions about this. A dictator
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wouldn’t be saying that the system will be
investigated and the world will see the results
of the investigation. A dictator wouldn’t
admit reforms needed to be done.

And so the people in the Middle East must
understand that this was horrible, but we’re
dealing with it in a way that will bring con-
fidence to not only our citizens, which is very
important, but confidence to people of the
world that this situation will be rectified and
justice will be done.

Situation in Fallujah

Q. We are going to Fallujah—the way the
situation is being resolved, is being consid-
ered in some parts of Iraq as a defeat to U.S.
How do you address that, or do you have
anything to address that issue?

The President. Yes, of course. The strat-
egy in Fallujah is to empower Iraqis to step
up and take control of the security situation,
that we’re on our way to the transfer of sov-
ereignty. And people who feel like that they
can wreak havoc on innocent Iragis will be
brought to justice in Iraq, either by Iraqi citi-
zens and/or by coalition forces. And we're
making progress.

There are a few people there in Iraq that
want to claim credit for any situation on the
ground, but the people in Fallujah are tired
of foreign fighters and radicals and extremists
preventing them from living a normal life.
And those who remain in Fallujah will be
taken care of. And the Iraqi forces that have
been stood up are now in the process of pa-
trolling the streets and bringing law and
order to the streets.

Mugqtada Al Sadr

Q. June the 30th is approaching. How do
you think—still Mr. Sadr in defense with
U.S., how do you think this person should
be dealt with?

The President. 1 think he ought to be
dealt with by the Iragi citizens who are get-
ting tired of him occupying the holiest of holy
sites. And we are very respectful for the holy
sites in Iraq. We understand their impor-
tance to the Iraqi citizens. Mr. Sadr is occu-
pying those sites as if they're his, and I think
the Iraqi citizens are getting tired of that.

We will deal with his militias, as will the
Iraqi forces deal with his militias. Militias are
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people who are willing to kill, intimidate, and
try to take matters into their own hands,
which is not the way democracy functions.
Free societies do not allow thugs to roam
streets and hold people hostage to their
whims. The Iraqis will deal with Mr. Sadr.

Transfer of Sovereignty

Q. June the 30th, do you think your ad-
ministration is really prepared right now to
have a very, very nice day—in that day to
give the power to Iraqis?

The President. Absolutely. We're pre-
pared to do so. When we say we're going
to do something, we're going to do it. As you
know, the United Nations, the coalition, as
well as Iraqi citizens are preparing the entity
to which sovereignty will be passed. There
will still be a lot of hard work to do, and
we want to help.

The Iraqi citizens must understand Amer-
ica is not going to leave until the job is com-
plete. We want to help Iraq. We've made
a commitment, and the United States will
keep that commitment because we believe
in freedom and we believe the people of Iraq
want to be free. We believe they want to raise
their children in a peaceful world. We be-
lieve they want to educate their children in
good schools. We want to—we believe they
want to realize their own personal ambitions.
If they're a businessman or a businesswoman,
they want to build their own business in
peace. That's what we believe.

And therefore, we stand side by side with
the people of Iraq who are peaceful. And
there’s a lot of peaceful people that look for
a better day. I'm very proud of the brave
Iraqis who've stood up, and I'm very proud
of our own men and women in uniform who
are helping Iraq to become free.

Al Qaida

Q. Mr. President, critics are saying that
by your action in Iraq actually invited Al
Qaida and other terrorists to do business with
you over there. Could you address that?

The President. Sure. Do you remember
September the 11th, 20017 Al Qaida attacked
the United States. They killed thousands of
our citizens. I will never forget what they
have done to us. They declared war on us,
and the United States will pursue them. So
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long as I'm the President, we will be deter-
mined, steadfast, and strong as we pursue
those people who kill innocent lives because
they hate freedom.

And of course, Al Qaida looks for any ex-
cuse. But the truth of the matter is, they hate
us, and they hate freedom, and they hate
people who embrace freedom. And they’re
willing to kill innocent Iraqis because Iragis
are willing to be free. Iragis are sick of for-
eign people coming in their country and try-
ing to destabilize their country, and we will
help them rid Iraq of these killers.

Democracy in the Middle East

Q. Mr. President, you went to Iraq as a
part of your project in the Middle East, and
flourish democracy over there. To which ex-
tent you are willing to go further to flourish
a democracy? Are we going to see in the fu-
ture more action against some other coun-
tries to flourish democracy over there, like
Syria?

The President. No, 1 think it's—first of
all, you've got to understand, sir, that military
options are always my last option, not the
first option, and that we can promote free-
dom without use of military. There are ways
to stand with reformers and encourage re-
form and hold up examples of where soci-
eties are more stable and more free as a re-
sult of democracy and freedom.

Secondly, it’s very important for the peo-
ple of the Middle East to understand that
freedom doesn’t have to look like America.
A free society doesn’t have to look like an
American society. Free societies will develop
according to the cultures of the people in
the regions and the Middle East. And reform
and freedom take time. I understand that.
It takes time for a free society to emerge.
And so America can affect freedom in dif-
ferent kinds of ways.

But inherent in your question was, you
know, am I anxious to use military power?
Iraq was a unique situation because Saddam
Hussein had constantly defied the world and
had threatened his neighbors, had used
weapons of mass destruction, had terrorist
ties, had torture chambers inside his country,
had mass graves. It was a very unique situa-
tion. And he was given a chance to meet the
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demands of the free world in a peaceful way,
but he chose war.

We can make progress with freedom and
peace because I believe deep in the heart
and soul of every human being is a desire
to be free. And America will continue to
speak to those aspirations.

Peaceful Palestinian State

Q. My last question, Mr. President. You
gave assurance to Sharon Government. From
Al Arabiya, in these last questions, what kind
of assurance are you going to give to Pales-
tinian today?

The President. 1 stood up in front of the
world and said that the Palestinian people
ought to have their own state. I'm the first
President to have ever said that. And my as-
surance is, is that I have not changed my
vision of two states living side by side in
peace. And that—Prime Minister Sharon
made a decision to withdraw from the Gaza
and from settlements on the West Bank,
which I thought was a very strong decision
and an important decision, because it now
gives us a chance to move in and to say to
the Palestinians, “Here’s your chance to
build a state, to put the institutions in place
for a state to emerge, that speaks to the aspi-
rations and hopes of the Palestinian people,
that is a peaceful state.”

And we want to help. And that’s why yes-
terday you saw a statement coming out of
the Quartet, which is a part of the roadmap
process that says, “Let’s work together to give
the Palestinians hope.” And my commitment
to the Palestinian people is, when peaceful
leaders emerge, when people are willing to
fight off terror, they will have a great oppor-
tunity to see this state emerge. And America
will help.

Q. Mr. President, thank you so much for
discussing. Enjoy your day. It's sunny, so I
hope you have a good day.

The President. Thank you, sir. It is a
sunny day. Welcome.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 10:33 a.m. in
the Map Room at the White House for later
broadcast. In his remarks, the President referred
to Mugqtada Al Sadr, Iraqi Shiite cleric whose mili-
tia engaged in an uprising in Iraq in early April;
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel.
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Remarks at a Cinco de Mayo
Celebration

May 5, 2004

Thank you all for coming. Thanks for being
here. Thank you all. Please be seated.
Sientese. [Laughter] Bienvenidos. Welcome
to the Casa Blanca. This is the people’s
house, and we're glad you're here to cele-
brate Cinco de Mayo. Laura and I are thrilled
so many came today. We're pleased to cele-
brate this important day with you.

This day marks an important victory for
freedom in Mexico. That’s what the day
marks, and that victory can be celebrated by
all who love freedom. We honor freedom
today. We also proudly observe Cinco de
Mayo because we honor the ideals of liberty.
We value the heritage and the contribution
of Mexican Americans in our country, and
we respect our friend and neighbor, the great
nation of Mexico.

I want to thank Gaddi Vasquez for his serv-
ice to our country as the Director of the
Peace Corps. I think he is incredibly well
suited to take on this important job of spread-
ing peace and freedom and liberty through-
out the world. Plus, you're a darn good intro-
ducer. [Laughter]

I'm proud that my longtime friend Tony
Garza is with us today, the Embajador a Mex-
ico de los Estados Unidos. Mr. Ambassador,
thank you for coming. Roger Noriega is with
us, who is the Assistant Secretary of State
for Western Hemisphere Affairs. That means
he’s at the State Department in charge of
affairs particularly with people who speak
Spanish. It’s a big job, and he’s doing a heck
of a good job. Thank you for coming.

My lawyer is here, the White House Coun-
sel—el juez—TJudge Al Gonzales. Thank you,
Judge, for coming. I appreciate you being
here. Hector Barreto, who is the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration.
Hector, como esta? Thank you for coming.
El Embajador de Mexico a los Estados
Unidos, Carlos de Icaza. Ambassador, thank
you for coming.

And finally, we're very fortunate to have
the Attorney General of Mexico with us
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today. Rafael Macedo de la Concha is with
us. I'm so proud you're here, General. Thank
you for coming, and thank you for the close
cooperation. Delighted you're here.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who have joined us. I see we've got two
strong Members of the House of Representa-
tives. These brothers—the Diaz-Balart boys,
I call them—[laughter|—Lincoln y Mario.
They're from Miami, and they’re great Mem-
bers. Thanks for coming. Devin Nunes from
California is with us. Congressman, thank
you for coming. And finally, Congressman
Steve Pearce from New Mexico—I appre-
ciate you coming, Steve. I'm honored you're
here.

Bishop, thank you for lending such grace
to this occasion. I appreciated your strong
words, and I really appreciate your faith, and
I love your background. You're doing a heck
of ajob.

Marco, thank you as well. Adonde esta,
Marco? Oh, Marco. [Laughter] 1 think you'd
have gotten a better seat after all that work.
[Laughter] Thank you for what you do. I ap-
preciate you. And I want to thank Jimena.
Thank you for coming. Your grandmother
would be proud. I want to thank Banda EI
Recodo, for a very good job. And what a fab-
ulous voice on Marco Antonio Solis. Thank
you, Marco—very good job, appreciate you.

I've got to thank my friend Emilio Estefan
for putting the show together again. I want
to thank you, Emilio. And I always like to
remind Emilio, both of us married really
well. [Laughter] Didn’t we? [Laughter]

I know we've got leaders from around the
country—Hector Flores of LULAC is with
us. Manny Lujan is with us. I want to thank
the representatives from other grassroots or-
ganizations for coming today, for rep-
resenting the Mexican American population
so well in the Halls of Congress and through-
out.

I see that the administrator of NASA is
with us today, Sean O’Keefe. And with the
administrator—I know I'm not supposed to
be talking about the Mexican American as-
tronaut that’s with you—[laughter]—but you
shouldn’t have worn the uniform like that.
[Laughter] You stand out. [Laughter] I'm




